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Question 20000482

References:
SEER EOD-88,3rd Ed, 80,82,84,86

Question:

EOD-Extension--Head & Neck (Larynx): When "fixed" is stated for a larynx primary does it specifically have to say that it is the vocal cord that is
fixed? Are the terms "fixed" and "immobile" synonymous? Should these cases be coded to 40 rather than 35?7 See discussion.

Discussion:

1. The tumor is fixed, the arytenoid on left side is fixed and the right arytenoid is partially fixed. Palpation of the tumor reveals it to be fixed in
the larynx. T3 NO MO Stage IIl.

2. Erythema and swelling of right false cord with bulging and immobility. Left cord moves normally. T3 NO MO Stage IlI.

Answer:
For cases diagnosed 1998-2003:

Code the EOD-Extension field for both cases to 40 [Tumor limited to larynx WITH vocal cord fixation]. Code 35 [Impaired vocal cord mobility]
implies that mobility is diminished in strength and/or quality but is not rigid. Impaired mobility is a T2 tumor. Because the second case is T3,
the physician implies he/she is using the term "immobility" to describe complete fixation.

Cancer Site Category:
Head & Neck

Data Item Category:
N/A

Other Category:
N/A

Year:
2000



