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Question:
EOD-Lymph Nodes/TNM--Breast: Do we code these lymph nodes fields for a breast primary that describes ipsilateral axillary lymph node

involvement as "extending through the lymph node capsule and into perinodal soft tissue/fat" as "fixed/matted"?

Discussion:

Answer:
For cases diagnosed 1998-2003:

Code the EOD-Lymph Nodes field to 6 [Axillary regional lymph nodes, NOS], if the size of the metastasis within the lymph node is not known.

"Extension into perinodal soft tissue" does not imply that the lymph nodes are fixed to one another or to other structures. AJCC stage for lymph

nodes is coded to N1 [Metastasis to moveable ipsilateral axillary lymph nodes].

In order to code the EOD-Lymph Nodes field to 5 [Fixed/matted ipsilateral axillary nodes] which is the equivalent to AJCC equivalent N2, there

must be some clinical or pathologic statement of fixation or matting. There can be extension through the capsule without fixation or matting.

"Fixation" is a clinical term and "matting" can be either clinical or pathologic. A pathologist can recognize two or more lymph nodes stuck

together by tumor.

Cancer Site Category:
Breast

Data Item Category:
N/A

Other Category:
N/A

Year:
2000


