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References:
#1: SEER Program Code Man,3rd Ed, 5

#2: 2004 SEER Manual, 66

Question:
Reportability/Ambiguous Terminology/Date of Diagnosis: If a "suspicious" cytology is reportable only when a later positive biopsy or a

physician's clinical impression of cancer supports the cytology findings, is the Date of Diagnosis field coded to the later confirmation date

rather than to the date of the suspicious cytology? Is a suspicious "biopsy" handled the same way?

Discussion:

Answer:
Cytology reported as "suspicious" is not reportable. If the physician confirms the suspicious cytology by making a clinical diagnosis of

malignancy, the Date of Diagnosis field is coded to the date of the clinical diagnosis, which may or may not be same date the cytology was

performed.

Without supporting clinical documentation, the case will remain non-reportable and will not be submitted to SEER. The supporting

documentation can be a physician's statement that the patient has cancer, a scan or procedure that identifies cancer, or a positive biopsy.

Suspicious "biopsies" are reportable according to SEER's list of ambiguous terms. Suspicious "cytologies" without supporting clinical statements

are not.

Cancer Site Category:
N/A

Data Item Category:
Date of diagnosis

Other Category:
Ambiguous terminology, Reportability

Year:
2001


