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Question 20010104
References:
SEER EOD-88, 3rd Ed, 90-91. Note 7

Question:
Date of Diagnosis--Lung: Based on Note 7 in the lung EOD, should the Date of Diagnosis field be coded to an earlier CT scan date with a

reported diagnosis of "RUL mass with mediastinal lymphadenopathy" or to the later biopsy date with a reported diagnosis of small cell

carcinoma? See discussion.

Discussion:
Note 7 states that "mediastinal lymphadenopathy" indicates involved lymph nodes for lung primaries. Should the date of diagnosis be back-

dated to the date of the scan?

Answer:
For cases diagnosed 1998-2003:

No, code the Date of Diagnosis field to the later biopsy date. Note 7 is intended for use in coding the EOD-Extension field, not the Date of

Diagnosis field. The earlier scan has a diagnosis of RUL "mass" not a "malignancy" so the fact that there is mediastinal lymphadenopathy

mentioned in that scan is not used to help determine date of diagnosis.

Cancer Site Category:
Lung

Data Item Category:
Date of diagnosis

Other Category:
N/A

Year:
2001


