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Question:
Histology--CLL/SLL: If a tissue diagnosis of "small lymphocytic lymphoma" is made six months after an initial blood diagnosis of "chronic

lymphocytic leukemia" should the histology be updated from 9823/3 to 9670/3?

Discussion:

Answer:
For cases diagnosed prior to 1/1/2010:Do not change the histology to small lymphocytic lymphoma (9670/3). The chronic lymphocytic leukemia

has advanced/progressed and disseminated into other tissues from the blood during the last six months. If the patient presents with disease in

the blood and/or bone marrow only, code to CLL. If a lymph node or other solid tissue is involved initially, code to SLL. For the case cited, the

tissue involvement occurred six months after the initial diagnosis and the histology code is not changed to reflect the progression of disease.

For cases diagnosed 2010 forward, refer to the Hematopoietic and Lymphoid Neoplasm Case Reportability and Coding Manual and the

Hematopoietic Database (Hematopoietic DB) provided by SEER on its website to research your question. If those resources do not adequately

address your issue, submit a new question to SINQ.
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