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Question:
Primary Site--Ovary/Peritoneum: When ovaries are not found on a resection or if the ovaries removed are negative for malignancy, but the

clinician refers to the adenocarcinoma in the pelvis as being an "ovarian" primary, should the primary site be coded as ovary, pelvic

peritoneum or unknown? See discussion.

Discussion:
Example 1: Patient has a history of a BSO without an indication that it was done for malignancy. Pt has a resection. No ovarian tissue found. No

site is mentioned in the pathology report. The clinician refers to the diagnosis of adenocarcinoma in the pelvis as an "ovarian" primary.

Example 2: Resected ovaries are negative. No specific site of origin is mentioned in the path. Again, the clinician refers to the diagnosis of

adenocarcinoma in the pelvis as an "ovarian" primary.

Answer:
Code the Primary Site for both examples to peritoneum [C48.2]. When the physician refers to a case as "ovarian" even though the ovaries are

negative or when the histology is an ovarian histology, such as papillary serous ca, the primary site should be coded to the peritoneum. Code

the Primary Site to where it appears the disease is arising.

Cancer Site Category:
Ovary

Data Item Category:
Primary site

Other Category:
N/A

Year:
2002


