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Question:
Histology (Pre-2007)--All Sites: What code is used to represent the histology with a final diagnosis of adenocarcinoma, signet ring type when

the comment suggests a "mixed histologic pattern"? See discussion.

Discussion:
The following is the comment from the pathology report: "The histologic features reveal a tumor with a mixed histologic pattern. A diffuse

infiltrate of signet ring cells and a second pattern of amphophilic polygonal cells. The latter elements suggest neuroendocrine differentiation,

but IHC stains fail to reveal endocrine attributes in these cells."

Answer:
For tumors diagnosed prior to 2007:

Code the Histology field to 8490/3 [Signet ring cell adenocarcinoma]. Code the specific subtype when the diagnosis says "generic carcinoma,

something type." Neuroendocrine differentiation was suspected, but not supported by the IHC stains. A combination code is not appropriate for

this example.

For tumors diagnosed 2007 or later, refer to the MP/H rules. If there are still questions about how this type of tumor should be coded, submit a

new question to SINQ and include the difficulties you are encountering in applying the MP/H rules.

Cancer Site Category:
N/A

Data Item Category:
Histology

Other Category:
N/A

Year:
2002


