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Question:
Multiple Primaries (Pre-2007)--Kidney: How many primaries are reportable in a patient treated with a bilateral nephrectomy that revealed

multiple tumors within each kidney and the histology in both the left and the right kidney was "renal cell carcinoma, indeterminate type:

multiple histologically identical tumors" and the clinical discharge diagnosis was "bilateral renal cell carcinoma, probably surgically cured"? See

discussion.

Discussion:
The SEER manual states "If only one histologic type is reported and if both sides of a paired site are involved within two months of diagnosis, a

determination must be made as to whether the patient has one or two independent primaries." Frequently, the only statement we have is that

"bilateral organs are involved." Additional guidelines for determining number of primaries would be helpful.

Answer:
For tumors diagnosed prior to 2007:

Report this case as two primaries, left and right kidneys. According to our pathologist consultant, "The description sounds like bilateral multiple

primaries. Multicentricity in the same kidney occurs in about 4% of all cases, and bilaterality in 0.5 to 3% (Atlas of Tumor Pathology, Tumors of

the Kidney, Bladder, and Related Urinary Structures)."

For tumors diagnosed 2007 or later, refer to the MP/H rules. If there are still questions about how this type of tumor should be coded, submit a

new question to SINQ and include the difficulties you are encountering in applying the MP/H rules.

Cancer Site Category:
Kidney, renal pelvis

Data Item Category:
N/A

Other Category:
Multiple primaries

Year:
2002


