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Question:

EOD-Extension--Breast: If a negative bone scan is followed by a bone marrow biopsy that is positive for metastatic disease, is the bony
involvement used when coding extension [85] or as progression of disease (ignore mets when coding extension)? See discussion.

Discussion:

Pt diagnosed with ductal carcinoma of the breast in May. On June 1, oncologist recommended chemo and XRT and planned a metastatic
workup. A June 6 marrow MR consistent with mets. June 8 bone scan showed scoliosis of the L-spine with scattered focal areas of increased
activity probably related to degenerative changes in the spine. On June 29, biopsies were done of the T2 vertebra with path diagnosis of
metastatic adenocarcinoma consistent with breast primary. Chemo started July 15.

For cases diagnosed 1998-2003, is EOD extension code 85 correct? We felt that the bone mets was found within 4 months of diagnosis and is
not progression of disease.

Answer:

For cases diagnosed 1998-2003: Code the EOD-Extension field to 85 [metastasis]. Bone metastasis was documented during the original
metastatic workup. Metastasis to the bone was suspected soon after diagnosis and confirmed prior to the start of treatment. The length of time
between the diagnosis and the confirmation of the bone metastasis was not used to code extension on this case. The pt was still being worked
up as evidenced by the fact that treatment had not yet started.

Cancer Site Category:

Breast

Data Item Category:
N/A

Other Category:
N/A

Year:
2002



