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Question:
First Course Treatment--All Sites: The patient has undergone part of the planned first course of treatment when a metastatic deposit is

identified. If the patient continues with the planned first course of treatment, should the modalities of treatment given after the metastatic

deposit is discovered be included in the coding of the first course of cancer-directed treatment fields?

Discussion:

Answer:
Yes, those modalities should be counted as part of first course of cancer-directed treatment if the patient continues with the planned first

course. For example, if patient has the originally planned type of surgery, radiation, or drug protocol, then code the given treatment as first

course.

Caution: It is not a change in the treatment plan if the drugs are changed but the action of the drugs remains the same. This is still first course.

However, if the treatment is changed from a chemotherapy drug to a hormonal drug following the discovery of the mets, do not code the

hormonal therapy as first course.

Cancer Site Category:
N/A

Data Item Category:
First course treatment

Other Category:
N/A

Year:
2002


