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Question:
EOD-Pathologic Extension--Prostate: Is extracapsular extension implied by the phrase "tumor invades the fibrous tissue of the capsule"? See

Description.

Discussion:
The physician staged to a pathology stage of T3. It appears the physician regards the following pathology statement to be equivalent to

capsular invasion on the right side: "Tumor invades the fibrous tissue of the capsule on the right side where it approaches to within 1 mm. of

the surgical margin." Should pathologic extension be coded to 42[unilateral extracapsular extension]?

Answer:
Use the best information available to stage the case. In this case, the best information is the pathologist's description of the tumor extension

rather than the AJCC stage.

For cases diagnosed 1995-2003: Extracapsular extension is not implied by the phrase in the question. Code the capsular involvement described

to 32 [invasion into but not beyond the prostatic capsule] on the basis of the pathology report.

Cancer Site Category:
Prostate

Data Item Category:
N/A

Other Category:
N/A

Year:
2003


