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Question:
DCO/Multiplicity Counter/Type of Multiple Tumors: How are these fields coded for an unknown primary reported as a DCO case? See Discussion.

Discussion:
Do DCO cases have default values for the Multiplicity Counter and Multiple Tumor Reported as One Primary fields? Should these fields be coded

as 88 or 99?

In the data item pages for these fields, there is only a reference to see the NAACCR Death Clearance Manual. However, this manual does not

provide an answer. There is guidance to use code 88 for unknown primaries but we noticed that SEER edits skip enforcing this requirement for

DCO cases (see SEER IF205 and 206).

Answer:
For a DCO case reported as an unknown primary [C809], code Multiplicity Counter to 99 [Unknown if multiple tumors; not documented] and

Type of Multiple Tumors Reported as One Primary to 99 [Unknown].

Cancer Site Category:
N/A

Data Item Category:
N/A

Other Category:
DCO

Year:
2011


