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References:
2018 SEER Manual, 11; 14. Reportability; Changing Information on the Abstract

Question:
Date of Diagnosis--Brain and CNS: How is the Date of Diagnosis coded when an MRI clinically diagnoses a borderline brain tumor on 4/4/2020,

but the subsequent biopsy pathologically diagnoses a malignant brain tumor on 5/20/2020? See Discussion.

Discussion:
Clinically, the patient was felt to have a pineocytoma (borderline tumor) on imaging, but the subsequent biopsy proved a pineal germinoma

(malignant tumor). The Date of Diagnosis instructions state to code the month, day and year the tumor was first diagnosed, clinically or

microscopically, by a recognized medical practitioner, but it does not indicate whether differences in behavior alter the diagnosis date.

For brain and central nervous system tumors, should the diagnosis date be the first date a tumor is SEER reportable? Or should the diagnosis

date for those tumors ultimately proven to be malignant, be the date the malignancy was diagnosed?

Answer:
This tumor was first diagnosed on 4/4/2020 according to the information provided. The pineocytoma was reportable based on a behavior of /1;

it was later confirmed as a pineal germinoma; update both the histology and behavior on the abstract as better information was obtained,

retaining the original date of diagnosis.

Cancer Site Category:
Brain and CNS

Data Item Category:
Date of diagnosis

Other Category:
N/A

Year:
2020


