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Question 20210038
References:
2021 SEER Manual. Neoadjuvant therapy data items

Question:
Update to current manual/First course treatment--Neoadjuvant treatment: How are the 2021 neoadjuvant therapy fields coded when

neoadjuvant therapy and surgery were part of first course plans but treatment was never completed. See Discussion.

Discussion:
Example: Breast case where first course treatment plan is neoadjuvant therapy and surgery after. The patient was hospitalized during

neoadjuvant therapy, elected hospice, and later died, so the neoadjuvant therapy was never completed, surgery not done. How are the 2021

neoadjuvant therapy fields coded in this situation as neoadjuvant therapy and surgery were part of first course plans. I coded neoadjuvant

therapy to 2 - started but not completed, but there are no codes to properly explain the clinical response and therapy treatment effect as the

patient did not complete neoadjuvant therapy. Should I use code 9 for clinical response and treatment effect or should this be left blank for this

particular case?

Answer:
Assign code 8 for Neoadjuvant Therapy--Clinical Response in this case. We will update the SEER manual to allow code 2, in addition to code 1,

in Neoadjuvant therapy when Clinical Response is coded 8. We will also add instructions covering a case such as this one.

Assign code 7 for Neoadjuvant Therapy--Treatment Effect and use text fields to record the details. We will add instructions to the manual for this

scenario.
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