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Question 20230034
References:
2023 SEER Manual. Appendix C: Skin Surgery Codes

Question:
Update to Current Manual/Surgery of Primary Site 2023--Melanoma:  Considering the 2023 melanoma surgery codes for punch biopsy NOS

(B220) and shave biopsy NOS (B230), how is Date of First Surgical Procedure coded when the punch or shave biopsy is not excisional? See

Discussion.

Discussion:
Now that there are specific surgery codes for shave and punch biopsies, are these biopsies always the Date of First Surgical Procedure (NAACCR

Item #1200)? Or should we still be applying the Surgery of Primary Site 2023 instruction in the SEER Manual that states shave or punch

biopsies are most often diagnostic; code as a surgical procedure only when the entire tumor is removed and margins are free/gross disease is

removed?

Example: On 01/01/2023, patient has a frontal scalp shave biopsy showing melanoma, margins involved. On 02/01/2023, frontal scalp excision

shows residual melanoma. Surgery code is assigned B520 (shave followed by wide excision). How is Date of First Surgical Procedure coded now

that there is an additional surgery code for the shave biopsy?

Answer:
Code the Date of First Surgical Procedure as 01/01/2023 in the example provided where the shave biopsy is followed by wide excision.

Beginning in 2023, significant changes were made in that shave, punch, and elliptical biopsies are coded as surgical procedure regardless of

margin status. Appendix C Skin Surgery Codes state that an incisional biopsy would be a needle or core biopsy of the primary tumor.

Please see Appendix M: Case Studies for Coding Melanoma in STORE v23, Case study 2: Shave Biopsy followed by WLE (page 412), for an

explicit example of how to code your example case.

We will clarify this in the upcoming release of the SEER manual,
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