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Question 20230056
References:
WHO Class Hem & Lymph Tumors. 5th edition, Beta version

Question:
Reportability/Histology--Heme and Lymphoid Neoplasms:  What is the histology code for nodular lymphocyte predominant B cell lymphoma that

is never called Hodgkin lymphoma? Is it acceptable to record the histology code for nodular lymphocyte predominant Hodgkin lymphoma,

(9659/3)? See Discussion.

Discussion:
Patient has a history of human immunodeficiency virus and diffuse large B cell lymphoma diagnosed in 2012, and is status/post systemic

therapy and in remission since completing first course treatment. In 2022, the patient has imaging suspicious for recurrence. A biopsy of a

deep left cervical lymph node showed atypical lymphoid infiltrate with the comment: “This is a challenging case. The constellation of findings is

most in keeping with early / focal and subtle involvement by a nodular lymphocyte predominant B-cell lymphoma. We find no evidence of

involvement by a diffuse large B-cell lymphoma.” The managing physician later states, “Cervical lymph node biopsy (06/2022) was consistent

with nodular lymphocyte predominant B cell lymphoma.”

Answer:
According to the 5th edition WHO Blue Book for Hematopoietic Neoplasms, Beta Version, (not released yet), nodular lymphocyte predominant

B-cell lymphoma is an alternate name for 9659/3. We will update the Heme database once the 5th edition is released in print.
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